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lasted seven years, from 1563 to 1570, and were
instigated by a desire on the part of Llibeck that the
Hansa, though it had lost Livonia, should not lose all
profits accruing from trade with the Russian conti-
nent The quarrel began by Eric XIV., Gustavus
Vasa's successor, professing that he would reinstate
the Hansa in all her privileges in his kingdom ; but
demanding in return from the League far more than
it had ever possessed in Sweden, namely, a factory
and special privileges in every town of the League.

When this was not granted he suddenly chose to
take umbrage at the fact that Liibeck had never
ceased to trade with Narwa, although he had, as he
alleged, repeatedly told the Liibeckers that by so
doing they strengthened the hands of the Muscovite,
the common enemy. He complained of this to the
Emperor Ferdinand, who, on his part however, was
satisfied with the reasons for their actions put for-
ward by the Liibeckers. Eric who, on his side, was
by no means satisfied, now demanded in the most
emphatic terms that the Hansa should cease all navi-
gation to Narwa or to Russia, in order that the Mus-
covite might not be strengthened by the importation
of arms. He contended that the channels of Finland
were not the open sea, but belonged to his dominions,
and that he had a right to hold sway over them, and
to capture or harass any vessels he found in their
waters.

It is strange indeed to find Liibeck replying to this,
that the open, rude Baltic had been recognized by
nature herself as a free sea ; Liibeck which had ever
contended that this sea was an inland lake and